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If you look up the word “await” 

in the dictionary, you will see 

it defined as, “to wait, expect, 

look for.”

Hope builds within the very definition of await.

To wait:
There is a passive sense to waiting. Waiting is 
our default response to a future that is indefinite, 
unknown, and out of our hands. We do not often 
need to remind ourselves to wait. Waiting is 
rarely a choice we make, but a reality we accept. 
It is the way we view our waiting, and what we 
choose to do in our waiting that distinguishes us. 

To expect:
Expecting carries significantly more weight than 
waiting. When a woman is pregnant, we do not 
say she is “waiting” for a baby, but rather, she is 
“expecting” a baby. When it comes to seasons of 
expectation, we tend to be more positive, alert, and 
hopeful than we are in seasons of waiting, as we 
anticipate a definite arrival of what we hope for.

To look for:
To look for has a completely different character 
than to wait or expect. To look for is to get up 
and actively seek to find what we hope for. None 
of us are going to waste our time searching for 
something we do not believe we will find. Waiting 
and expecting can play on in the background of 
our lives, but looking for something has a way 
of totally taking over. Everything else fades in 
comparison to what we are looking for.

Advent is the coming of Christ Jesus.

Throughout history, the people of God have 
always been awaiting the coming of Christ Jesus.

• In the Old Testament, the Israelites awaited  
 their promised Messiah. 

• During the life of Christ, his followers awaited  
 his rescue.
 
• In the New Testament and still today, followers  
 of Jesus are filled with the presence of his Holy  
 Spirit as we await the day we will see him face- 
 to-face.
 
• Finally, as citizens of heaven, whether in  
 heaven or on earth, we are all awaiting Christ’s  
 return from heaven to earth.

However you are entering this Christmas season 
– whatever it is you are waiting for, expecting, 
or looking for – we pray you will be met with the 
coming of Christ Jesus. We pray as you journey 
through these pages, you are encouraged to 
await the advent of Christ in a fresh way that 
brings tremendous, enduring hope for you and 
for others in your life.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

Merry Christmas from your PCBC family!

Jesus,
    who, though

he was in the form 
of God, did not count 
equality with God a 
thing to be grasped,  
but emptied himself,  

by taking the form of  
a servant, being born  
in the likeness of men.

Philippians 2:6-7
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Before the advent 
of Christ, the people 
of God awaited their 
promised Savior: the 
Messiah. They held onto 
the promises of God as 
they looked forward 
to the coming of Christ 
with great expectation. 
In the same way, we can 
cling to the promises of 
God in our own waiting 
with great expectation. 
Christ is here, and he  
is coming.

worship 
with us
You are invited to join us 
for worship every
Sunday morning, online 
and in person!

9:30 a.m. - Great Hall 
and Chapel Worship

11:00 a.m. - Great Hall 
and Sanctuary Worship

11:00 a.m. - Wee Worship 
and Kids Worship

11:00 a.m. - Middle School 
and High School LIVE

12:30 p.m. - En Español 
Worship in the Great Hall

Online worship
pcbc.org/live

Awaiting
His Promise

su
ND

AY, NOVEMBER

28

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel.

Isaiah 7:14

Sermon
Response
Guide
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Awaiting
His Promise

Light shines brightest in the deepest darkness. 
Perhaps you are coming into this Christmas 
season having walked and lived through what 
feels like deep darkness. Know that you are  
not alone.

Before the coming of Christ, the people of God 
often wandered and wondered in the dark. And 
yet, God promised them a Savior. God promised 
them light and life.

Let the promises of Christ’s coming be promises 
spoken over your own life today:

Though you have walked through darkness,  
may you see a great light.
Though you have lived in darkness,  
may the light of Christ shine upon you.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

Lord, you are Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. Let your light shine in our darkness, 

and Lord, let your light shine on us.

M

ON
DAY

, NOVEMBER

How do you need the light of Christ to 
shine upon the darkness of your life this 
Christmas?

 Isaiah 9:2, 6–7
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Awaiting
His Promise

Do you ever feel too small to do the big things 
before you, or too small to even be noticed?

From the little town of Bethlehem, God promised 
the King of kings and Lord of lords would be 
born. In a town too little to be among the clans 
of Judah, the Ancient of Days was revealed.

Whether it is a young boy’s slingshot, or another 
boy’s fish and loaves, God takes what seems 
small and reveals its true significance.

Let the promises of God encourage you today:

The majesty of the Lord is our strength,  
the greatness of the Lord is our security,  
and Christ himself is our peace.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

t

ue
sD
AY, NOVEMBER

Where do you need to experience the 
strength, security, and peace of Christ in 
your own life this Christmas?

 micah 5:2–4

30
Awaiting

His Promise

Are you tired of fighting? Tired of disagreements 
dominating your encounters with others?

Whatever relational hardships you are suffering 
as you step into this Christmas season, may you 
find the courage to entrust them to the Lord of 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, and might. 
May you rest in the promise of who God is: full of 
righteousness, equity, and faithfulness.

May you hope in the truth that there is coming a 
day when, as the waters cover the sea, the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord our God. 
Only when we are reconciled to God will we truly 
be reconciled to one another.

May the promises of this passage ignite your
weary heart with fresh hope for today.
In the Kingdom of God, the wolf and the lamb
can dwell together in peace.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

w
ed

ne
sDAY

, deceMBER

What relational hardship do you need to 
entrust to God this Christmas?

 Isaiah 11:1–10

1

Lord, just as the earth will one day be filled with the 

knowledge of who you are, fill us with that knowledge 

today. Even now, help us believe you are full of 

righteousness, equity, and faithfulness.

Lord, you alone are ruler of all. May your name be great 

to the ends of the earth. Stand and shepherd us as your 

children, that in your majesty, we may dwell secure.
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Awaiting
His Promise

Imagine rough areas of your life smoothed out, 
unsteady foundations made firm, overwhelming 
mountains settled down, deep valleys made 
shallow, the ability to run free through desert 
places, and a clear way prepared for you to walk 
with hope in the wilderness.

This is what God promises to do for us in Christ. 
We are a people of warfare, desperate for 
someone to speak tenderly to us. We need the 
comfort only God can provide.

Though we are like withering grass and fading 
flowers, the Word of our God is eternally 
enduring. Let us lift up our voices with strength 
to declare over ourselves and others today, 
“Behold your God! Behold, the Lord comes with 
might. He will tend his flock like a shepherd and 
gently lead us in his arms.”

Christ is here, and he is coming.

t

hu
rs
DAY, decEMBER

Why do you need God to speak tenderly to 
you and comfort you this Christmas?

 Isaiah 40:1–11

2

Behold
your God!

Behold,  
the Lord  
God comes
with might.

Lord, tend us like a shepherd, gather us in your arms, carry 

us in your bosom, and gently lead us to see your glory 

revealed as we come together in Christ.
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Awaiting
His Promise

SATURDAY, DECEMBER            Awaiting His Promise

“Here I am.”

Those three words can cause us to break forth 
into songs of joy even in seasons we wish to 
break free from.

God speaks to us in our suffering. 

Even if all we can hold onto is the hope that God 
is with us when we feel stuck in waste places, it 
is enough. The promise of Immanuel – God with 
us – is enough.

The fact that we know his name and we hear him 
say, “Here I am,” is enough for us to sing for joy. 
Even if we do not yet see him here with us, the 
promise of his presence is a platform for praise.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

fr
iDA

Y, decEMBER

Why do you think we often talk about 
singing for joy, rather than singing from joy 
or with joy?

 Isaiah 52:6–15

3 4

Therefore

the Lord 
himself will 

give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive  
and bear a son, 
and shall call 

his nameImmanuel.
Isaiah 7:14

On this day of rest, we invite you to

pray and reflect on this Scripture.

Lord, each day, in every moment, we want to hear you say 

to us, “Here I am.” But especially today, in this moment. In 

the midst of our sorrow, empower us to lift up our voices 

and sing for joy.
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Together
Time

Awaiting His
promise

Read this week’s memory 
verse together:

Therefore the Lord
himself will give 
you a sign. Behold, 
the virgin shall
conceive and 
bear a son, 
and shall 
call his 
name 
Immanuel.

Isaiah 7:14

Respond to these  
questions together:

 Do you feel too small to be noticed? What encourages you when  
 you know Jesus came for all of us as a small baby?

 Why can waiting for something be so difficult? What is something  
 you are waiting for now?

 How can it actually be fun to wait for an event? Does waiting  
 increase your excitement?

1
2
3

Play
an old-fashioned game
of I Spy together:

The player thinking of the item
needs to exercise the habit of  

keeping their word as they respond
with yes or no to the others’

guesses. Once the players have
guessed the item, talk about

how God keeps his promises to 
us. Discuss how God gave signs 

to others to point to the 
birth of Jesus.
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Fear not, for I am with you; 
be not dismayed, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you,

I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

Once Christ came as 
promised, the people of 
God awaited his promised 
rescue. Christ came to 
bring salvation to all 
the nations, but his 
rescue looked different 
than people expected. 
Therefore, many who 
had grown up hearing 
the prophecies of the 
coming Messiah failed 
to see him standing 
right before their eyes. 
Likewise, many of us 
fail to welcome Christ’s 
rescue in our own lives 
because his rescue may 
look different than we 
expect. Even so, Christ is 
here, and he is coming.

Awaiting
His rescue

su
ND

AY, decEMBER

5

worship 
with us
You are invited to join us 
for worship every
Sunday morning, online 
and in person!

9:30 a.m. - Great Hall 
and Chapel Worship

11:00 a.m. - Great Hall 
and Sanctuary Worship

11:00 a.m. - Wee Worship 
and Kids Worship

11:00 a.m. - Middle School 
and High School LIVE

12:30 p.m. - En Español 
Worship in the Great Hall

Online worship
pcbc.org/live

Sermon
Response
Guide
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Awaiting
His rescue

In this passage, there is no helicopter with a 
rescue basket to air lift us out of the rushing 
water. There is no fireman to snatch us out  
of the fiery flames. 

The Lord says, when we pass through the 
waters, and when we walk through the fire,  
he will be with us. It’s not an if, but a when.

Three men who refused to bow down to worship 
a king’s idol were bound and thrown into a fiery 
furnace, only to be found unbound and freely 
walking around the furnace, untouched by the 
flames and in the presence of a fourth man who 
the king said looked like “a son of the gods,” 
(Daniel 3).

The same God who was with those three men 
then, is with us now. His presence is our rescue.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

m

on
DAY

, deceMBER

How does this passage in Isaiah 43 affect 
your understanding of God’s rescue?

 Isaiah 43:1–3

6

Lord, you are the Holy One of Israel, our Savior, and our 

God. You have redeemed us and called us by name, so we have 

no need to fear the flames or the waves. You created us, 

and you are with us, so we will not be consumed.
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Awaiting
His rescue

Jesus is a man of sorrows acquainted with grief. 
This is not who the people of God envisioned 
their promised Messiah looking like.

Jesus poured out his soul to death and was 
numbered among the transgressors. This is 
not what the people of God envisioned their 
promised rescue looking like.

Yet, the only one who is truly righteous bore our 
iniquities and continues to intercede for us, that 
we might be counted as righteous.

Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and 
be satisfied. God loves to rescue his people, but 
as we praise him for his rescue, let us also thank 
him for his anguish, his grief, and his sorrow. 
With his wounds, we are healed.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

t

ue
sD
AY, deceMBER

What does Isaiah 53:11 have to do  
with Christmas?

 Isaiah 53:1–12

7
Awaiting
His rescue

Jesus, the only Son of God, was with God in the 
beginning, and is at the Father’s side still today. 
Jesus, who is fully God and lives with God, chose 
to become fully human and live with us.

Jesus, full of light, chose to shine his light in our 
darkness, and the darkness will never overcome 
it. Jesus, full of grace, chose to give us grace 
upon grace. Jesus, who is the truth, chose to fill 
us with truth.

No one has ever seen God, but Jesus, who is at 
the Father’s side, shows us who God is, and who 
God created us to be. The rescue Jesus offers us 
looks like adoption, as he gives us the right to 
become children of God.

Jesus drew near to us so we could draw near to 
our Father God, just as he does. Jesus came to 
live with us so we might live with him forever.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

w
ed

ne
sDAY

, deceMBER

How does your understanding of Christmas 
– and life itself – shift when you consider 
how Jesus drew near to us so we could draw 
near to our Father God, just as he does?

 john 1:1–5, 9–18

8

Lord, you are God and have been with God from the 

beginning. And you are God with us and promise to be here 

with us always. This Christmas, open our eyes to see it’s 

always been about being with you. To be with you is rescue.

Lord, you had no majesty that we should look at you, no 

beauty that we should desire you, and yet, you are most 

beautiful and majestic. Don’t let us get so caught up in the 

beauty and majesty of the Christmas season that we forget 

what it cost you to come to us, and to come for us.
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Awaiting
His rescue

Whether it be in Jesus Christ or Santa Claus, 
Christmas is a time for believing. The word 
believe appears five times in these six verses. 
When we look at the way Jesus lived his life, he 
continually challenged those he spent time with 
to believe.

God uniquely created us to believe in him, and 
we’re not truly living until we do. Jesus said, “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me,” (John 14:6).

Belief is both beautiful and brave. When we find 
the courage to believe, we cultivate hope deep 
within us.

Why do you think belief in Jesus is so key to 
eternal life? Because eternal life is not simply 
living forever. Eternal life is living forever with 
Jesus – starting now.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

t

hu
rs
DAY, deceMBER

Why do you think Jesus said to his first 
followers, and still says to us today,  
“Come, follow me?”

 john 3:13–19

9

whoever

believesin him
may have

eternallife
Lord, we confess we have often loved the darkness rather than 

the light. Yet, you came not to condemn us, but to save us. 

So, save us, Lord! Save us from our love for the darkness and 

carry us into the light of your love. Help us believe in you so 

we may truly hope in you.
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Awaiting
His rescue

When Jesus stood up to read the scroll of Isaiah 
at the synagogue in Nazareth, what did he say 
the Spirit of the Lord anointed him to proclaim?

Jesus was reading from Isaiah 61:1-2, but he 
stopped, rolled up the scroll, and sat down 
before ever uttering the words that complete 
the second verse, “to proclaim the year of the 
LORD’s favor… and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn.”

When every eye in the synagogue was glued on 
him, Jesus announced, “Today this Scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Jesus did not proclaim vengeance from God. 
Rather, Jesus proclaimed good news, liberty, 
vision, freedom, and favor from God.

Christ’s promised rescue was always an 
invitation, never a condemnation.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

fr
ida

y, deceMBER

How does this passage in Luke 4 help you  
to understand who Jesus is and why  
Jesus came?

 luke 4:16–21

10 SATURDAY, DECEMBER           Awaiting His rescue11

Fear not,
   for I am with  
you; be not dismayed, 
for I am your God; 
  I will  
strengthen you, 
I will help you, 
I will uphold you 
with my righteous 
right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

On this day of rest, 

we invite you to  

pray and reflect  

on this Scripture.

Lord, thank you for your good news, your liberty, your 

vision, your freedom, and your favor. In the same way you 

spoke truth in that synagogue on the Sabbath years ago, 

speak truth into our hearts today. You alone are our rescue.



PCBC Advent Guide        2726        Awaiting Advent

Together
Time

Awaiting His
Rescue

Read this week’s memory verse together:

Fear not, for I am with you; be 
not dismayed, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help 
you, I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

Respond to these  
questions together:

How did God provide our rescue  
through Christmas?

How can you help to rescue  
others by telling them the story  
of Jesus’ birth?

When you hear the  
words, “Fear not,  
for I am with you,”  
are you comforted  
that God will  
rescue you?

1
2

3 Play
a game of Freeze 
Tag together:

If the other players are not  
frozen, they can rescue others  
by unfreezing them. Afterward,  
talk about how God desires to  

rescue us and save us
from our sins.
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After Christ defeated 
death on our behalf by 
dying on the cross for 
our sins and being raised 
to life again, the people 
of God awaited his 
presence in a new way. 
Jesus sent his very own 
Spirit to not only live 
among us, but to live 
within us until he comes 
again. Christ is here, and 
he is coming.

Awaiting
His PRESENCE

su
ND

AY, decEMBER

12

Nevertheless, I tell you 
the truth: it is to your advantage

that I go away, for if I do not go away, 
the Helper will not come to you. 
But if I go, I will send him to you.

John 16:7

worship 
with us
You are invited to join us 
for worship every
Sunday morning, online 
and in person!

9:30 a.m. - Great Hall 
and Chapel Worship

11:00 a.m. - Great Hall 
and Sanctuary Worship

11:00 a.m. - Wee Worship 
and Kids Worship

11:00 a.m. - Middle School 
and High School LIVE

12:30 p.m. - En Español 
Worship in the Great Hall

Online worship
pcbc.org/live

Sermon
Response
Guide
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Awaiting
His PRESENCE

By faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we stand in 
grace, and we rejoice in hope.

Of all the ways God could pour his love upon us, 
God chose to give us the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit does not just fall on us. The Holy 
Spirit makes a home within us.

Nearer than anyone else ever could be, the Holy 
Spirit searches our hearts and leads us into all 
truth. When we don’t know what to pray, the 
Holy Spirit intercedes for us with groanings too 
deep for words.

By the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
we can live with abundant hope in the God of 
hope, who will not put us to shame.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

m

on
DAY

, deceMBER

What is our hope that is ultimately produced 
by suffering – our hope we rejoice in that 
does not put us to shame?

 romans 5:1–6

13

Lord, while we were still weak, at the right time, you 

died for us. You suffered and endured, revealing your true 

character, which gives us great hope. You are the God of 

hope who fills us with hope that will not put us to shame. 

Lord, we rejoice in the hope of your glory.
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Awaiting
His PRESENCE

The birth of Jesus brought tremendous hope for 
the people of God.

Today, the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit 
gives each of us enduring hope that makes us 
bold and free.

Free to behold the glory of the Lord – who is the 
Spirit – and emboldened to walk in the way the 
Spirit leads.

As we continue to live in the presence of God, we 
are continually being transformed into the image 
of Christ.

In Christ, the veil is removed, and we are free to 
be bold in hope.

In Christ, we are free to await – to look for – the 
active, transforming presence of God in our lives, 
and in the lives of those around us.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

t

ue
sD
AY, deceMBER

How is the Lord inviting you to turn to him 
to better experience his freedom, hope, and 
boldness this Christmas?

 2 Corinthians 3:12–18

14
Awaiting

His PRESENCE

We are quick to say Jesus Christ is fully God, 
but not as quick to say the Holy Spirit is fully 
God. Yet, just as the Word was with God in the 
beginning, so was the Spirit.

The psalmist is acquainted with the Spirit of 
God, and asks a profound question: “Where shall 
I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from 
your presence?”

Even before the advent of Christ, the Spirit of 
God was with God and with people. But now, the 
Spirit is not only with us, but within all of us who 
are in Christ.

Every identity statement about the Spirit of  
God in this passage from ages past is true about 
the Spirit of God who lives and reigns in our 
hearts today.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

w
ed

ne
sDAY

, deceMBER

Of all the descriptions of the activity of the 
Spirit of God in this passage, which most 
resonates with you this Christmas?

 psalm 139:1–12

15

Lord, even the darkness is not dark to you. Even there, your 

hand shall lead us, and your right hand shall hold us. So, 

hold us and lead us, Lord. May the night be bright as the 

day, as you turn our darkness into light by the presence of 

your Spirit.

Lord, wherever your Spirit is, there is freedom. Open our eyes 

to your invitation to walk in your way of freedom. Stir our 

hearts and minds to behold you, and in so doing, be emboldened 

by you. Lord Jesus, make us bold and free in hope.
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Awaiting
His PRESENCE

Isn’t it interesting that Jesus declared to his 
disciples, “repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations 
beginning from Jerusalem,” and then he asked 
them to wait? What were they waiting for?

While being witnesses is core to our identity  
as Christ followers, we cannot be witnesses apart 
from the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the promise 
of the Father and the power from on high.

Jesus sends out his disciples to make disciples  
of all nations, but not without the presence of 
the Holy Spirit.

Read Acts 1:8. What promise precedes Christ’s 
promise, “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth?”

Christ is here, and he is coming.

t

hu
rs
DAY, deceMBER

What role does the presence of the Holy 
Spirit play in our being witnesses to the ends 
of the earth?

 Luke 24:44–53

16

Lord, when your disciples saw you ascend to heaven, they 

worshiped you and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 

continually blessing God. In the same way, open our eyes to see 

you high and lifted up in our own lives, that we may worship 

you and be filled with great joy, committed to spending our 

lives blessing you, Lord.
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Awaiting
His presence

Jesus said whoever believes in him will do what 
he did, and even more.

Not only does the Holy Spirit live within us, 
empower us, and intercede for us, but Jesus 
actively intercedes for us before the Father, too.

Whatever we ask in the name of Jesus, he will do. 
Jesus remains at work in the world as he works in 
and through us, his followers.

The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead 
lives in all of us who are in Christ.

It is grace that we can know the power and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, grace that we are 
made alive in Christ, and grace that we can live 
in peace.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

fr
ida

y, deceMBER

What do you think Jesus means when he 
says, “I will not leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you,” (John 14:18)?

 John 14:12–19, 25–27

17

Nevertheless, I tell 
you the truth: it is 
to your advantage 
that I go away, for 
if I do not go away, 
the Helper will not 
come to you. But if 
I go, I will send him 

to you. John 16:7

SATURDAY, DECEMBER            Awaiting His presence18

On this day of rest, we invite you to

pray and reflect on this Scripture.

Lord, thank you for the gift of your peace and your Holy 

Spirit. Because you live, we live. Because you are with us, 

there is no need for our hearts to be troubled or afraid. 

Reign in us, Lord. May we ask great things in your name 

above all names, believing you will answer.
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Together
Time

Awaiting His
presence

Read this week’s memory verse together:

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: 
it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you. But 
if I go, I will send him to you.

john 16:7

Respond to these  
questions together:

 What is the difference  
 between presents and  
 presence? Do you pray for  
 God’s presence at Christmas?

 How do you treat your friends if God is present in your life?
 
 God sent Jesus to die on the cross for you and me! How does Jesus  
 become truly present in your life?

1

2
3

Play
a game of  

Marco Polo together:

Discuss how the person calling, 
“Marco!” was searching for the 

presence of others. Talk about how 
we long for the presence of God in 
our daily lives. Discuss how it must 
have felt for people to finally have 

God with them – Immanuel.
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Jesus promised to come 

back again at a time no 

one knows except the 

Father. Until that long-

awaited day arrives, we 

wait, expect, and look 

for his return. Unlike 

the people of God in the 

Old Testament, all of 

us who are in Christ are 

personally empowered by 

the Holy Spirit of the 

Living God and sent out 

to make disciples of all 

nations. These are the days 

of greatest expectation  

as we prepare ourselves 

and one another for 

Christ’s promised return. 

Christ is here, and he is 

coming again.

Awaiting
His return

su
ND

AY, decEMBER

19

He who
testifies to 

these things 
says, “Surely 
I am coming 
soon.” Amen, 

Come, Lord Jesus!

Revelation 22:20

worship 
with us
You are invited to join us 
for worship every
Sunday morning, online 
and in person!

9:30 a.m. - Great Hall 
and Chapel Worship

11:00 a.m. - Great Hall 
and Sanctuary Worship

11:00 a.m. - Wee Worship 
and Kids Worship

11:00 a.m. - Middle School 
and High School LIVE

12:30 p.m. - En Español 
Worship in the Great Hall

Online worship
pcbc.org/live

Sermon
Response
Guide
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Awaiting
His return

Blessed is the one who reads aloud, who 
hears, and who keeps the words written in the 
Scriptures, for the time is near.

As we await the return of Jesus, filled by his Holy 
Spirit who leads and guides us, God has given 
us his word to sustain us. By the power of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, God’s word becomes 
life for us.

We were never meant to merely read the word of 
God. God gave us his word to proclaim, to hear, 
and to keep – that is, to treasure and obey.

In Revelation 3:11, Jesus says, “I am coming 
soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one 
may seize your crown.”

Are we holding fast to what we have in Christ 
Jesus until he returns?

Christ is here, and he is coming.

m

on
DAY

, deceMBER

How is God inviting you to proclaim, to hear, 
and to keep his word today?

 Revelation 1:1–8

20

Lord, you alone are the beginning and the end who was, is, 

and is to come. Thank you for giving us your Holy Spirit 

who illuminates your word of truth for us. Until you come 

again, shape us into people who gladly proclaim, hear, and 

keep your word graciously given to us.
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Awaiting
His return

When we allow the word of God to move in and 
make itself at home in the depths of our hearts, 
we truly move in and make ourselves at home in 
the house of our Father God, and in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.

Until Jesus returns for us, he invites us to live 
not only with him, but in him. Christ Jesus is our 
refuge, our hiding place, and our shelter from the 
storm. We can find rest beneath the wings of our 
Almighty God.

Imagine if you wallpapered your house with 
the word of God, so everywhere you go in your 
house, you’re surrounded by truth. This is what 
Christ has done for us through his Spirit. Until 
he carries us home to heaven, he wraps us in his 
truth and in himself.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

t

ue
sD
AY, deceMBER

Based on this passage, why can we have 
confidence when Jesus comes again?

 1 John 2:24–29

21
Awaiting
His return

Since we are waiting for and hastening the return 
of Christ Jesus, we are to be diligent to be found 
at peace.

Jesus Christ is known as the Prince of Peace. 
The peace of Christ, which surpasses all 
understanding, has the power to guard our 
hearts and our minds until he returns.

God is never slow to fulfill his promises to us, 
but patient. God’s patience is our salvation, our 
rescue, and our peace.

Until he comes again, let us live lives that are 
holy and wholly unto the Lord. Let us live lives of 
patience toward one another, as God is patient 
with us. Let us bring peace to others, as Christ 
first brought peace to us.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

w
ed

ne
sDAY

, deceMBER

How is God inviting you to practice patience 
this Christmas?

 2 Peter 3:8–15

22

Lord, thank you for your patience and your peace. As we 

await your return, make us holy and godly by your Holy 

Spirit and your word of truth. May we be found at peace 

with others, ourselves, and you. Make us people of peace  

for the glory of your name.

Lord, thank you for promising us eternal life. Awaken us to see 

eternal life is living forever with you, abiding in your presence. 

Eternal life does not begin when you come again. The moment 

you adopt us as your sons and your daughters, you invite us 

home with you forever.
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Awaiting
His return

Since Christ has come, let us draw near to God, 
hold fast to hope, come together to stir up and 
encourage one another to live in love, and do so 
all the more as we see the Day of Christ’s return 
drawing near.

Let us do so all the more. Let us draw near 
to God more. Let us hold fast to hope more. 
Let us come together more. Let us stir up and 
encourage one another more. Let us live in  
love more. 

And more, and more, for he who promised is 
faithful. He has washed us clean. He has given 
us confidence. He has made us new. He has 
opened a way for us to walk with him.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

t

hu
rs
DAY, deceMBER

Why do you think the author of Hebrews 
ends this passage by writing, “and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near?”

 Hebrews 10:19–25
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Isn’t it incredible the Son of God, who was not 
only a citizen of heaven, but King of heaven, came 
to earth not simply to visit, but to live with us?

At Jesus’ birth, he brought heaven to earth. Jesus 
established a new Kingdom, and he gave all those 
who choose to trust in him a new citizenship. In 
Christ, our true citizenship belongs with him in 
heaven. We are strangers and sojourners here on 
earth. To be with Jesus is to be home.

Just as Jesus held a heavenly open house with 
his life here on earth, so should we. As we wait, 
expect, and look for Christ’s return, we should 
also look for who we will invite to join us.

After encountering Jesus, his earliest followers 
ran to tell their friends and family, “come and 
see!” So should we.

Christ is here, and he is coming.

fr
iDA

Y, deceMBER

As you celebrate the advent of Christ this 
year, who will you invite to join you? Who do 
you know who needs to hear the good news 
that Christ is here, and he is coming? Write 
a brief prayer on their behalf here.

 Philippians 3:20–21
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Lord, our citizenship is in heaven, and from it, we await you: 

our Savior, Jesus Christ. Thank you for coming to live with 

us so we can live with you forever. May we live each day 

awaiting you, Lord Jesus. May we wait, expect, and look for 

you in every moment. You are here, and you are coming.

Lord, thank you for YOUR blood shed for us and your body 

raised for us. Thank you for your faithfulness and your 

promises that ignite unwavering hope within us. Give us an 

honest desire and commitment to not neglect meeting together 

with you and the new family you have given us in your name. 

May we truly consider and dream about ways we can stir up 

and encourage one another to live in love until you return.



Revelation 22:20

“Surely
          I am 
      Coming Soon.””Amen, come,

   LordJJesus!esus!

He who 
testifies to 
these things

      says,

On this day of rest, we invite you to

pray and reflect on this Scripture.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER           Awaiting His return25
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Together
Time

Awaiting His
return

Read this week’s memory verse together:

He who testifies to these things 
says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 

Amen, Come, Lord Jesus!

revelation 22:20

Respond to these questions together:

 How does it make you feel  to know that Jesus will return for you?

 One day Jesus will return for all those who know him. Who can  
 you tell this good news to today?

 As a family, how has God blessed you this past year? How will you  
 focus on God in the coming year?

1
2
3

Play
a game of There  

and Back together:

Pick a starting point and a 
second point for your race  

(i.e. living room couch and dining  
room table). See how fast each  

child can run there and back. For  
older kids who want a challenge, add in 

extra elements (i.e. dribbling a basketball 
or soccer ball to two different locations in the

backyard). Discuss how just as Jesus went into
heaven, the Bible says he will return one day, 

just like they ran to a point and came back in the game.
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He will be called
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Counselor,
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Father, 
Prince of 
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